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San Antonio Metropolitan Health District Partners with Health Collaborative to Award
$500,000 in COVID-19 Research Grants
Research is urgently needed on the effect of COVID-19 on marginalized communities with high risk for severe
consequences such as hospitalization, increased ventilator use or even death
San Antonio, Texas—The Health Collaborative today announced a partnership with the San Antonio
Metropolitan Health District to award $500,000 of CARES Act Funding to COVID-19 research. The Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was passed by Congress and signed into law on March 27, 2020.
“As a majority-minority community with deep pre-existing health disparities, our community is at risk for
severe consequences from the pandemic,” said Ana Sandoval, District 7 City Councilwoman. “It’s important we
better understand the impact of COVID-19 on marginalized communities through investing in research
projects.”
The $500,000 CARES Act monies will fund COVID-19 research projects in the areas of: COVID-19 CommunityPartnered Participatory Research (CPPR) and Population Epidemiology research.
“Latino and African American communities are experiencing disproportionate COVID-19 related deaths
compared to their White counterparts,” said Elizabeth Lutz, Executive Director, The Health Collaborative.
“One grant area, the Community-Partnered Participatory Research will advance the understanding of COVID19’s impact on topics of parenting/childcare to economic impacts of social distancing to isolation.”
The Health Collaborative will develop, administer and manage the research grants and disseminate the
findings to the Bexar County community. The nonprofit organization will also oversee the grant dollars during
the five-month project.
“The Health Collaborative is a well-respected, community-based organization,” said Sandoval. “It has
developed into a powerful network of citizens, community organizations and businesses.”
San Antonio and Bexar County based scientific researchers across multiple disciplines are encouraged to apply
by August 8, 2020. Proposals will be reviewed by August 17, 2020. Grant awards will be announced on August
20, 2020. Research findings will be released in mid-December 2020.
For more details about the grant areas and to apply, go to www.growhealthyfund.com
For interviews with the Health Collaborative on the research grants, please contact Gina Eisenberg
at 210-254-5661 or gina@eisenbergpr.com

About The Health Collaborative: a collaborative of citizens, community organizations, and businesses-leads a
comprehensive community health assessment and planning effort to measurably improve the health of Bexar
County residents. www.healthcollaborative.net
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